Caring For The Girl Child Through Education
Communities along the Indian Ocean coast of Tanzania are prominently known for their love for traditional dances performed by young girls as they reach adolescence.  It is believed, however, that this has a big impact in causing the level of education for girls to drop.

These traditional dances in the past have led to the young people experimenting in sexual relations with the encouragement of their parents, sometimes resulting in negative consequences for the girls.  This traditional practice has prevented the girls from pursuing and finishing their education.
Most families in these areas enjoy receiving gifts offered to them as a form of dowry because of the difficult lives they are facing.  More often, parents are ready to take their daughters out of school even before completing standard seven, so that they could get married.
Many people living in these areas are poor, and the quality of social infrastructure such as water, hospitals and schools is also insufficient.  There is one or two primary schools in each ward but the dropout rate is very high due to lack of school equipment, poor families, and to a greater extent, young pregnancies caused by the influence of the traditional dances.
Although the traditional dances are not bad when done after completion of primary education and at a proper age, the parents also have to understand their children’s right to education and protection.

CAMFED – an international NGO Campaigning for Female Education, entered into agreement with Pact to work to build the capacity of school boards, Community Development Committees, ward and village Education Committees to adequately manage resources earmarked for child educational needs at their locality. 

The emphasis of the program was to strengthen civil society and local authorities; in particular school, village, ward and district education authorities to engage with each other to identify problems and appropriate solutions to exclusion from education, post school training and income generation opportunities for the most vulnerable groups in the society, especially girls. The program focuses on strengthening civil society organizations in rural Tanzania to promote gender equality in education and ensure accountability for resources; to instill respect for the rights of children, women and marginalized rural communities; as well as influence public policy or policy decisions in favor of these groups

Under this program, Pact Tanzania delivered and monitored capacity building sessions to Community Development Committees (CDCs) in Pangani, Rufiji, Kibaha and Handeni districts.  Camfed’s action learning approach puts CDC’s at the centre of action delivery so that management skills are embedded through practical application.  

A training program to CDCs on financial management, child protection, monitoring and evaluation, advocacy and community mobilization enlightened and empowered them to provide more effective support to education committees and schools.

Through this work, Pact discovered that these Community Development Committees (CDC’s) were not aware of the children’s right and protection from abuse.  The committees are comprised of a broad cross- section of education stakeholders from the state and civil society at district level, including the district education officer, representatives from schools, parent support groups and local NGOs.

The participation of different members of the community in the initial community mobilization activities and technical management trainings has led to action planning with community groups through village meetings.
Pangani’s District Education Officer, Mr. Kisiga, admits that Pangani is one of the districts leading at teaching girls how to live with a man.  There are teachings, for example, that a woman should depend on a man for survival and this leads to poor performance at school because girls already know that even if they would fail to complete standard seven, their main alternative is to get married.
The trainings and capacity building programs to CDCs helped bring back children who had dropped out of school and the Most Vulnerable Children to access primary education through grants provided by CAMFED from the European Commission.

It is our goal that the girl child in the Coast would be able to benefit from the community initiatives and enjoy her right to education.
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